
The Four-Step Legal Research Process 
 

In this training, you’ll learn about : 

 

 The four-step legal research process 

 

 The first three steps of the legal research process 

 



The Four-Step Legal Research Process 

Legal Research Process 

 

Barkan, Mersky and Dunn’s Assignments to Fundamentals of 
Legal Research, 9th and Legal Research Illustrated, 9th New 
York: Foundation Press, 2009: 

 

 Step 1: Identify and analyze the significant facts. 

 Step 2: Formulate the legal issues to be researched. 

 Step 3: Research the issues presented. 

 Step 4: Update 

 



The Four-Step Legal Research Process 
Step 1. Identify and Analyze the Material Facts: 

 
Your client, Toy Company, manufactures a very popular doll, Dindi. Dindi is 
manufactured to represent a glamorous adult woman. She has a sports car, 
mansion, boyfriend named Karl, and many other exciting, lifestyle oriented 
accoutrements. 

 

An unrelated entity, Joke Products LLC, is marketing and selling a doll called 
Dreg of Society Dindi. The doll looks remarkably like Dindi, except not quite 
so glamorous. She is marked wearing tattered clothes and has messed up hair. 
Toy Company feels that this is an obvious attempt to criticize and devalue its 
product, while capitalizing on the Dini name. Toy Company wants to know if 
they have a claim against Joke Products LLC for infringement of its trademark. 
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The Four-Step Legal Research Process 

Step 2: Formulate Legal Issues: 

 

 Does Jokes Products LLC’s conduct constitute 

trademark infringement? 

 Are there any defenses available to Jokes Products? 
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Step 3: Research 

 

 Brainstorm search terms 

 Where should we start our research? 

 Primary Law? 

 Secondary sources? 

  legal encyclopedias v. treatises 



The Four-Step Legal Research Process 
 

1. To began your research, think about all the terms that 
might help you find the information you need. 
 

2. Then, consider where you’ll look for those terms. 

 
 Law libraries contain integrated collections of traditional 

research materials and info technologies that can be used 
together.  

 You can also use table of content for those publications on 
Westlaw.  



The Four-Step Legal Research Process 
Brainstorm search terms: 

 
Assume we are unfamiliar with Intellectual property law. 

 
In that case, let’s start with Secondary resources or 
Treatise and Practice Guides to quickly learn about your 
topics. 
 
It save you time with easy-to find, accurate answers and 
allow you to browse to specific topics using table of 
contents. 
 
Include citations to relevant primary law. 
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McCarthy on Trademarks and Unfair Competition, 4th 

 

 Appendices 

 The Lanham Act  

 References to statute relevant to trademark law 

 Trademark Rules of Practice of the Patent and Trademark Office, as 

amended (T.M.R.P.) 

 Classification of Goods and Services under the FTA 

 Many other relevant resources 

 Table of Cases 

 Table of Lanham Act Statutes  

 Index 
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Step 4: Update 

A number of different paths are available, based on our 
print research:  

1.Find the USCA citation on Westlaw and quickly link to 
relevant content and Keycite. 

2.Using what we have learned, craft either a Terms and 
Connectors or Natural Language search in the Federal 
Labour Cases (FLB-CS) database. 

3.Search the ALR database for an on-point article. 



As with most reference book, you can start searching for entries 
of your term in the index or you can also use table of content for 
those publications on Westlaw.  
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Step 4: Update 

A number of different paths are available, based on our 
print research:  

1.Find the USCA citation on Westlaw and quickly link to 
relevant content and Keycite. 

2.Using what we have learned, craft either a Terms and 
Connectors or Natural Language search in the Moy's Walker 

on Patents (MOY-PAT). 

3.Search the ALR database for an on-point article. 
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ResultPlus display relevant 
additional material. 
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Step 4: Update 

A number of different paths are available, based on our 
print research:  

1.Find the primary law and case law on Westlaw and quickly 

link to relevant content from Keycite. 

2.Using what we have learned, craft either a Terms and 

Connectors or Natural Language search in the Federal 

Labor Cases (FLB-CS) database. 

3.Search the ALR database for an on-point article. 



Conclusion: 

Legal Research Process in conclusion: 

 

Once you identify and analyze material facts of your 
research and formulate the legal issue, you should then 
brainstorm the search terms and carry out update for 
the information. 


